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his year Joyce Banda, the newly 
elected president of Malawi; 
Gambia’s Fatou Bensouda,  
the ICC’s new chief prosecutor; 
and Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma, 

who was elected chair of the African Union in 
July,  joined an elite group of women whose 
successes have come to signify a slowly 
changing demographic in the corridors of 
power. But it’s not only within the world  
of politics that women are rising to the top.  
ARISE celebrates 100 incredible women  
who are shaping modern Africa.  
*The ARISE 100 list is in no particular order. 

dynamic women
FRoM popSTARS To pRESIDENTS, CAMpAIGNERS To 
CATwAlk STARS, hERE IS our top 100 woMEN who  
ARE All ShApING MoDERN AFRICA

T

Words hAnnAh PooL, kirAn yoLiSwA, BiM AdEwunMi   

NKOSAZANA DLAMINI-ZUMA  
ChAIR, AFRICAN UNIoN, SA

Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma became the first 
female Chair of the AU in July. The ex-wife of 
Jacob Zuma was elected on a 60-per-cent 
majority, following a six-month leadership 
battle. “South Africa is not going to come to 
Addis Ababa to run the AU,” she reassured. “It is 
Dlamini-Zuma who is going to come to make a 
contribution.” She began her career as a doctor 
in Swaziland and in the regional health 
committee of the ANC. Nelson Mandela later 
made her Minister of health and she played an 
integral role in de-segregating the healthcare 
system in post-apartheid South Africa.aR
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HANAA BEN ABDESSLEM  
MoDEl, TUNISIA

Possessed of a classic, fresh-faced beauty, 
Hanaa Ben Abdesslem is the first Muslim 
model to sign a contract with Lancôme in its 
77-year history. The Tunisian model is now 
making a name for herself, proving that the 
modelling world is opening up to women of all 
ethnic and religious backgrounds. At the same 
time, her willingness to discuss her faith 
openly has warmed many to the idea that 
having a career in fashion and following a 
religion may not be as mutually exclusive as 
some people previously thought.

OrY OKOLLOH GooGlE polICy 
MANAGER FoR AFRICA, kENyA 

Activist, lawyer and blogger Ory Okolloh is 
making the most of Kenya’s tech revolution  
to drive social change. In 2006 she co-founded 
Mzalendo to track the performance of  
Kenyan members of parliament and increase 
government accountability. During the 
disputed presidential election in 2008, she 
helped set up crowdsourcing platform 
Ushahidi to map reports of violence using 
Google Maps. It now has 45,000 users in Kenya 
and is used in other countries. 

ELLEN JOHNSON SIrLEAf   
pRESIDENT,  lIBERIA

The world’s first black female president 
and the first African woman elected head 
of state, Ellen Johnson Sirleaf has done 
much to change perceptions of African 
women globally. prior to her 2006 
inauguration she experienced periods  
of exile, incarceration and house arrest.  
In 2011 she began her second term as 
president and was one of three women to 
receive the Nobel peace prize – paying 
tribute to “women everywhere in the world”.

CHIMAMANDA NgOZI ADICHIE 
AUThoR, NIGERIA/US

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie is arguably one of 
the most prominent and critically acclaimed 
modern African novelists working today. The 
author of novels Purple Hibiscus and Half Of A 
Yellow Sun is known for her strong belief in the 
notion that Africans should tell their own 
stories – as well as her mesmeric way with 
words. Her talk The Danger Of A Single Story is 
fast becoming one of the TED conference’s 
most popular speeches. The Orange Prize For 
Fiction-winning writer is to return to speak 
later this year at the 2012 TEDxEuston 
conference in London. And Half Of A Yellow 
Sun is currently being made into a movie.
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TIrUNESH DIBABA  
RUNNER, EThIopIA

The first woman to have won both the 
5,000m and 10,000m in the same olympic 
Games (Beijing 2008), Tirunesh Dibaba 
stunned crowds at the london 2012 
olympics, where she successfully defended 
the 10,000m title, despite having only 
recently returned from a 16-month break 
due to injury. The record-breaker hails  
from the northern Ethiopian town of  
Bekoji, otherwise known as the Town  
of Runners, home to some of the world’s 
greatest athletes. her cousin, Derartu  
Tulu, is also a two-time olympic  
10,000m champion.

16 AfricAn countries 
hAve A lArger 
proportion of  

women in pArliAment 
thAn the uK. 

rwAndA hAs the 
highest in the world 

with 56 per cent. 

Dr JOHNNETTA B COLE  
DIRECToR oF ThE SMIThSoNIAN 

INSTITUTIoN’S NATIoNAl MUSEUM oF 
AFRICAN ART, US
One of the most influential women in the  
art world, Dr Johnnetta B Cole believes in the 
role of art as a conduit for social change. 
“Traditional or heritage art can tell us a great 
deal about African people’s diverse and 
dynamic cultures during earlier times.  
That knowledge can help us to more clearly 
understand the current realities and the  
future of Africa’s people,” she says. “Africa  
is the cradle of humanity, the place where 
humankind began. Africa’s future is intricately 
tied up with the future of the rest of the world.”
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frANCA SOZZANI EDIToR-IN-ChIEF, 
VoGUE ITAlIA, ITAly

Franca Sozzani has used her influence in the 
world of fashion (she has been editor-in-chief 
of Vogue Italia since 1988) to champion African 
fashion. This includes Vogue Italia’s July 2008, 
featuring only black models, and the May/June 
2012 issue of L’Uomo Vogue devoted to Africa. 
She is also a Goodwill Ambassador for the UN’s 
Fashion 4 Development initiative and has 
encouraged the fashion world’s elite to begin 
producing goods in Africa. With fashion royalty 
such as Sozzani having turned her gaze to the 
continent, it’s only a matter of time before 
other major players follow.

HON AICHA BAH DIALLO 
ChAIR oF ThE FoRUM FoR AFRICAN 

woMEN EDUCATIoNAlISTS, kENyA
“Women are the first educators of children.  
So education of women is key,” says Aicha  
Bah Diallo, who is also advisor to the 
UNESCO Director General on Africa.

DOrOTHY K gOrDON DIRECToR 
GENERAl, ADVANCED INFoRMATIoN 

TEChNoloGy INSTITUTE, GhANA
Dorothy K Gordon is a key player in Ghana’s 
information and communications sector. She has 
worked with the UN Development Programme, 
helped draft Ghana’s media policy and been on 
the board of the Ghana Broadcasting Corp.

HAJIA BOLA SHAgAYA 
FoUNDER AND CEo, BolMUS 

GRoUp INTERNATIoNAl, NIGERIA
One of Forbes’ Ten Female Millionaires  
To Watch In Africa, Hajia Bola Shagaya has 
interests in the oil sector and banking  
and she is a board member at Unity Bank.  

Dr ELENI gABrE-MADHIN FoUNDER, 
EThIopIA CoMMoDITy EXChANGE 

An alumnus of Stanford, Cornell and Michigan 
State, economist Eleni Gabre-Madhin worked 
at the World Bank before creating the Ethiopia 
Commodity Exchange (ECX), the first of its 
kind in Africa, in 2008. The ECX is transforming 
sustainable development in the country.

rEBECCA ALITwALA KADAgA  
SpEAkER, UGANDAN pARlIAMENT

A lawyer by profession, Rebecca Alitwala 
Kadaga is Uganda’s first female parliamentary 
speaker, after holding the office of deputy 
speaker since 2001. She is also an advocate for 
encouraging diaspora Ugandans to return.

MArIAM DOUMBIA VoCAlIST, MAlI 
One half of Africa’s most famous 

musical couple, Mariam Doumbia first bonded 
with her husband Amadou Bagayoko over  
a passion for music and their shared blindness. 
Today they travel the world, performing at 
events such as the Nobel Peace Prize concert.

grAÇA MACHEL ADVoCATE FoR 
hUMAN RIGhTS, MoZAMBIqUE

Graça Machel is the only First Lady in the world 
to have served two countries: Mozambique 
(1975-86), as wife of the late Samora Machel, 
and South Africa (1998-99) as the wife of 
Nelson Mandela. 

LEYMAH gBOwEE 
pEACE ACTIVIST, lIBERIA  

women’s-rights campaigner and peace 
activist leymah Gbowee led liberia’s 
Mass Action for peace, a women’s  
movement that helped end the liberian 
civil war in 2003. one of three joint Nobel 
peace prize laureates in 2011 – alongside 
liberia’s president Ellen Johnson Sirleaf 
and yemeni activist Tawakkol karman 
– Gbowee also has a fine sense of humour,  
as displayed during her appearance on 
Comedy Central’s The Daily Show with  
Jon Stewart. 

wENDY ACKErMAN  
RETAIl TyCooN, SoUTh AFRICA

Grocery chain Pick ‘n’ Pay, co-owned by Wendy 
Ackerman and her husband Raymond, is worth 
US$3billion. Ackerman has steered its anti-
discrimination policy since apartheid, when it 
was noted for promoting black managers.

ghAnA hAs the highest  
percentAge of femAle  

entrepreneurs in AfricA 
(49 per cent). morocco 

hAs the lowest At  
13 per cent. 

women Are more liKely 
thAn men to go to  

university in cApe verde, 
AlgeriA And tunisiA. 

DEOLA SAgOE  
FAShIoN DESIGNER, NIGERIA 

One of Nigeria’s pioneering designers of the 
past 20 years, Deola Sagoe has shown at New 
York Fashion Week and received an Africa 
Designs award, after being nominated by US 
Vogue contributing editor André Leon Talley. 

JOYCE BANDA  
pRESIDENT, MAlAwI 

Joyce Banda built on her experience as 
Malawi’s first female vice president 
(2009-12) to become Malawi’s first female 
president, on the death of president Bingu 
wa Mutharika in April 2012. her political 
career began as a grassroots women’s- 
rights activist and she founded the 
National Association of Business women 
and the Joyce Banda Foundation for 
Better Education. Since coming to power 
she has repaired diplomatic relations with 
aid donors and neighbouring countries. 

NOMBULELO ‘PINKY’ MOHOLI  
CEo, TElkoM SA lTD, SA

Moholi started at Telkom SA, one of Africa’s 
largest integrated communications 
companies, as general manager of payphones 
back in 1994. Her hard work paid off when she 
was appointed group CEO in 2011. 
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CISSÉ MArIAM KAÏDAMA SIDIBÉ 
FoRMER pRIME MINISTER, MAlI

Before her removal from office and detention 
in the Malian coup d’etat of March 2012, Cissé 
Mariam Kaïdama Sidibé was the first female 
prime minister in her country’s history. She 
served under President Amadou Toumani 
Touré, to whom she had previously been a 
special adviser. In May 2011 she was a keynote 
speaker at the launch of UNESCO’s Global 
Partnership for Girls’ and Women’s Education. 

NgOZI OKONJO-IwEALA  
MINISTER oF FINANCE, NIGERIA

A regular entry in the annual Forbes list of the 
100 most powerful women in the world, Ngozi 
Okonjo-Iweala is a driving force in Nigerian  
and global politics. Previously minister of 
foreign affairs, the Harvard and MIT-trained 
economist took on the country’s top financial 
role for a second time in 2011 after spending 
four years as the MD of the World Bank, where 
she was tipped to take over as president. 

rOSALIND KAINYAH
VICE pRESIDENT, EXTERNAl  

AFFAIRS & CSR, TUllow oIl, GhANA/Uk
With a budget of more than US$2.6million 
(2010) for social enterprise and corporate 
social responsibility projects in Africa, 
Bangladesh and Europe, Ghana-born Rosalind 
Kainyah builds and maintains relationships in 
operating countries. She is also passionate 
about mentoring and sharing her skills, 
knowledge and experience. 

IrENE CHArNLEY 
CEo, SMIlE TElECoMS, SA

A former trade unionist with the National 
Union of Mineworkers, Irene Charnley went on 
transform African telecoms giant MTN into 

one of the most respected and lucrative 
operators in the EMEA region. Charnley 

left MTN to found Smile Telecoms 
where today she is CEO.

TSEgA gEBrEYES 
MANAGING pARTNER, SATyA  

CApITAl, EThIopIA/Uk 
A successful fund manager, Tsega Gebreyes 
previously founded NAOF, a US$120million 
private equity fund, and was chief of strategy 
and business development officer at African 
telecoms giant Celtel International. Today  
she works for Satya Capital, an independent 
investment firm, focused on Africa.

OUMOU SANgArÉ 
MUSICIAN, MAlI

Known for her strongly feminist lyrics, Oumou 
Sangaré was appointed  
a UN Goodwill 
Ambassador  
in 2003. She  
also owns  
a hotel in 
Bamako.

 fATOU BENSOUDA 
ChIEF pRoSECUToR,  

INTERNATIoNAl CRIMINAl CoURT,  
ThE GAMBIA 
Chief prosecutor of the International 
Criminal Court (ICC) since June 2012,  
Fatou Bensouda was previously deputy 
prosecutor, legal adviser and trial attorney 
at the International Criminal Tribunal for 
Rwanda. prior to her work with the ICC, 
she was a lawyer and civil servant in The 
Gambia. Bensouda will preside over the 
trials of Côte d’Ivoire’s ex-president 
laurent Gbagbo and Saif al-Islam 
Gaddafi, son of Muammar Gaddafi.

ODILE SANKArA  
ACTIVIST AND  

CoMEDIAN, BURkINA FASo
Sister of assassinated 
Burkina Faso president 
Thomas Sankara, Odile 
Sankara has staged touring 
cultural shows aimed at 
keeping her brother’s 
progressive political 
message alive.

                 ANgELINA JOLIE  
                 ACTRESS, US 
Movie star and mother to a half-dozen 
brood, Angelina Jolie’s links to Africa are 
both personal and professional: two of her 
children were born on the continent 
(Zahara’s birth family is Ethiopian and 
Shiloh was born in Swakopmund, Namibia). 
For the last decade she has also acted as 
Goodwill Ambassador for the UN Refugee 
Agency (UNhCR) and was promoted 
earlier this year to Special Envoy to the UN 
high Commissioner for Refugees. She also 
launched the National Centre for Refugee 
and Immigrant Children in 2005.



ELSIE KANZA  
DIRECToR, woRlD  

ECoNoMIC FoRUM, TANZANIA 
After stints at the Bank of Tanzania 
and the Ministry of Finance, Elsie 
Kanza is now the Head of Africa at 
the World Economic Forum. 

CANDICE SwANEPOEL 
MoDEl, SA

Scouted in a Durban flea market at 
the age of 15, the 23-year-old 
Victoria’s Secret model from 
KwaZulu-Natal is one of the world’s 
top-earning models. 

DAMBISA MOYO  
ECoNoMIST, ZAMBIA/US

Dambisa Moyo is a Harvard and Oxford-
educated economist and author, who has 
written on macro-economic issues including 
foreign aid and Chinese investment in Africa. 
Read our interview with Moyo on page 120.

AYO OBE  
VICE ChAIR, NATIoNAl CRISIS 

GRoUp, NIGERIA
Human rights lawyer for the International 
Crisis Group, a leading global conflict 
resolutions NGO, and previous president of 
the Civil Liberty Organisation.

JONITHA gUgU MSIBI  
SENIoR pARTNER, ERNST & yoUNG, 

SoUTh AFRICA
Businesswoman Jonitha Gugu Msibi advises 
government ministers, is a World Economic 
Forum Young Global Leader and a fellow of 
Aspen Institute’s African Leadership Initiative.

STELLA KILONZO 
ChIEF EXECUTIVE, CApITAl  

MARkETS AUThoRITy, kENyA 
Still only in her mid-thirties, Stella Kilonzo has 
run the Capital Markets Authority for four 
years. In 2011, Forbes named her as one of the 
Top 20 Youngest Power Women in Africa.  

wENDY LUHABE  
SoCIAl ENTREpRENEUR, SA

As well as founder of SA’s first women-owned 
company listed on the Johannesburg Stock 
Exchange, and the first private equity fund for 
women-owned businesses, Wendy Luhabe is 
Chancellor of the University of Johannesburg.

NADIYAH SPENCEr 
DIRECToR oF SoURCING AND 

pRoDUCTIoN, SUNo, US/kENyA
“My hope is that more mills... will allow Africa to 
create garments from start to finish,” says 
Nadiyah Spencer of ethical label Suno. “[This] will 
be a turning point for Africa’s place in fashion.” 

Dr MPHU rAMATLAPENg  
FoRMER MINISTER oF hEAlTh AND 

SoCIAl wElFARE, lESoTho 
Dr Mphu Ramatlapeng led the drive to reduce 
mother-to-child HIV transmission and improve  
access to treatment for TB and HIV.

NgOZI EDOZIEN DIRECToR,  
ACTIS wEST AFRICA, NIGERIA 

After a successful career in investment 
banking, Ngozi Edozien joined 
pharmaceutical giant Pfizer. She now 
manages the West Africa region for 
private equity firm Actis. 

CHArLAYNE HUNTEr-gAULT  
JoURNAlIST, US

One of the leading African-American 
journalists to cover Africa, first as NPR’s 
chief Africa correspondent, and then as 
CNN’s Joburg bureau chief, Hunter-Gault 
is a prolific and highly respected reporter.

                  LIrA 
                   MUSICIAN, SA
 with four platinum albums and a shelf of 
awards, lira is South Africa’s superstar 
of the moment. She’s now taking her 
brand of jazzy Afro-soul global with  
Rise Again, her debut US album release. 
“we’re accustomed to an image of  
Africa as a place that expects outside 
help,” said lira in l’Uomo Vogue’s recent 
Re-Branding Africa issue. “we must 
instead take stock of our situation, 
become autonomous, find our identity 
and independence.”

wArIS DIrIE 
MoDEl, AUThoR,  

CAMpAIGNER, SoMAlIA 
having fled Somalia for london at the 
age of 13 to escape a forced marriage,  
waris Dirie went on to model for l’oréal, 
Chanel and Revlon. She is widely credited 
with raising public awareness of female 
genital mutilation (FGM) through her 
Desert Flower Foundation and is UN 
Ambassador for the elimination of FGM. 
Dirie’s memoir, Desert Flower, was an 
international bestseller. “women are the 
backbone of Africa,” she says.

                 BrIDgETTE rADEBE  
                  pRESIDENT, SoUTh AFRICAN MINING 
DEVElopMENT ASSoCIATIoN, SA
Radebe became the first black South African 
mining entrepreneur in the 80s, and is now 
executive chair of Mmakau Mining and director 
of the New Africa Mining Fund.
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CHArLIZE THErON 
ACTRESS, SA/US

Transvaal province-born Theron was  
the first African to win an Academy 
Award in a major acting category (Best 
Actress for her role in the film Monster  
in 2003). her charity, The Charlize Theron 
Africa outreach project, works towards 
keeping young people safe from hIV/
Aids. Theron is also a UN Messenger  
of peace, with a special focus on 
eliminating violence against women.  
She’s also anti-fur, pro-choice and has 
said she won’t marry until gay marriage  
is legal across the US.

IMAN MoDEl, CAMpAIGNER AND  
ENTREpRENEUR, SoMAlIA

Iman transformed the aesthetics of modelling 
at the close of the 70s. In addition to her Iman 
Cosmetics brand, she has worked closely with 
Save The Children and Whatever It Takes. 

DIEZANI ALISON-MADUEKE  
MINISTER oF pETRolEUM  

RESoURCES, NIGERIA 
Alison-Madueke is the first woman to hold her 
current position, and was previously the first 
female minister of transportation and Shell 
Oil’s first female executive director in Nigeria. 

TErESA HEINZ KErrY 
BUSINESSwoMAN AND 

phIlANThRopIST, US
The wife of late US senator H John 

Heinz III, Mozambique-born Teresa Heinz 
Kerry is chair of The Heinz Endowments 

and Heinz Family Philanthropies.

LEIgH BLAKE 
FoUNDER, ACT V, Uk

NYC-based Leigh Blake founded Keep A Child 
Alive in 2003 to distribute HIV medication to 
children in Africa and India. Last year she 
launched Aids advocacy Act V, to focus on 
providing HIV/Aids treatment as prevention.

OLUCHI OrLANDI 
MoDEl, NIGERIA

Winner of the first-ever Face Of Africa model 
contest in 1998, Orlandi went on to grace the 
cover of Italian Vogue and become the face of 
numerous ad campaigns. She launched 
modelling agency OModel Africa in 2008. 

NONKULULEKO NYEMBEZI-HEITA 
CEo, ARCEloRMITTAl  

SoUTh AFRICA, SA  
Nyembezi-Heita is a chairperson of the Bond 
Exchange of South Africa, director of the 
Johannesburg Stock Exchange, and CEO of 
steel and mining company ArcelorMittal SA.

MPHATHELENI MAKAULULE 
FoUNDER oF ThE MUpo  

FoUNDATIoN, SA
Environmental activist Mphatheleni Makaulule 
created Dzomo la Mupo group, part of The 
Mupo Foundation, to protect sacred sites in 
SA’s Venda region from over-development. 

BUIKA SINGER, SpAIN/ 
EqUAToRIAl GUINEA

Mallorca-born Buika’s fusion of flamenco 
and copla with soul and jazz on her  
2008 album Niña de Fuego saw her 
nominated for a latin Grammy. She also 
sang two songs for pedro Almódovar’s 
BAFTA-winning film The Skin I live In. 
“women in the industry are still not 
developing their own sound,” says  
Buika, whose parents were political 
refugees from Equatorial Guinea.  
“They keep on being a little too 
dependent on the man’s acceptance.”

EvA MUrAYA Co-FoUNDER AND CEo,  
ColoR CREATIoNS GRoUp, kENyA

Eva Muraya is a shining example of African 
entrepreneurship. Founder and CEO of two 
companies, she represented Kenya in the US 
State Department’s International Women 
Leaders Mentoring Partnership in 2006. 

gENEvIEvE NNAJI  
ACTRESS, NIGERIA

Dubbed “Africa’s Julia Roberts” by CNN, 
Genevieve Nnaji is one of Nollywood’s most 
successful actresses. In 2005 she won the 

African Movie Academy Award for Best 
Actress in a Leading Role.

mAlAwi’s netbAll  
teAm Are rAnKed fifth  

in the world. 

 89 per cent of rwAndAn    
          women feel sAfe       
            wAlKing Alone At 
                night, one of 
             highest rAtes in 
                   the world. 

AHDAf SOUEIf 
wRITER AND ACTIVIST, EGypT/Uk 

Man Booker Prize-nominee Adhaf Soueif was  
a key figure in shaping political discourse on the 
North African uprisings. Her novels draw on her 
experiences of living between Egypt and London.
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wANUrI KAHIU  
FIlM DIRECToR, kENyA

Multi-award-winning film director Wanuri Kahiu 
– named Best Director at the African Movie 
Academy Awards for her first feature film, 
From A Whisper – is a creative tour de force. 
With support from the Focus Features Africa 
First programme, she created Kenya’s first 
science-fiction film, Pumzi, exploring Africa’s 
environmental future, which won Best Short 
Film at Cannes Independent Film Festival in 
2010. Committed to nurturing the local film 
industry in Kenya, Kahiu set up Dada 
Productions to help newcomers navigate the 
funding and distribution challenges she has 
already had to overcome. “It’s ridiculously 
difficult to be a filmmaker in Kenya,” she told 
CNN. “It’s just not an appreciated art.”

AYAAN HIrSI ALI 
ACTIVIST AND wRITER, SoMAlIA/

NEThERlANDS/US
Hirsi Ali left Somalia to seek asylum in the 
Netherlands in 1992, where she became a 
Dutch MP for the People’s Party For Freedom 
And Democracy. She was forced to leave her 
post following controversy over her citizenship 
status. Later she fled the country entirely 
following the murder of Theo Van Gogh, the 
director she collaborated with on Submission, 
a film criticising Islam’s treatment of women. 
She currently contributes to the American 
Enterprise Institute thinktank, is the founder 
of the women’s rights organisation the AHA 
Foundation and authored Infidel and Nomad: 
From Islam To America: A Personal Journey 
Through The Clash Of Civilizations.

TEBELLO NYOKONg  
SCIENTIST, lESoTho

Director of the Nanotechnology Innovation 
Center at Rhodes University, South Africa, 
professor Nyokong’s groundbreaking 
research into cancer diagnosis and 
treatment has won her international 
recognition – including being named by 
UNESCo as one of the world’s top five 
exceptional women scientists. professor 
Nyokong’s work focuses on photodynamic 
therapy, a light-based potential alternative 
to chemotherapy. 

ANN MCCrEATH
kIkoRoMEo DESIGNER, FoUNDER 

oF FAFA AND FAShIoN FoR pEACE, kENyA
Fashion designer Ann McCreath set up the 
Festival For African Fashion And Arts (FAFA)  
as a creative response to the post-election 
violence in Kenya in 2008. Ethical fashion 
makes good business sense no matter where 
you are in the world, says McCreath, because  
it encourages designers, producers and 
financiers to take a 360° approach to their 
work. “At the same time it is a challenge as it 
needs to feel homegrown, rather than the 
latest ideology from the West,“ she adds. 

PHUTI 
MALABIE 

CEo, ShANDUkA 
GRoUp, SA
Malabie headed the 
Project Finance 
South Africa unit at 
the Development 
Bank of Southern 
Africa before her 
current role and 
graced the front cover 
of Destiny Magazine’s 
January 2012 issue.

OPrAH wINfrEY  
MEDIA MoGUl, US  

African-American talk-show icon oprah 
winfrey’s self-confessed connection  
with South Africa drove her to invest 
US$40million in establishing the oprah 
winfrey leadership Academy For Girls  
just outside of Johannesburg in 2007  
– a boarding school for young girls from 
disadvantaged backgrounds. After a rocky 
start, the school graduated its first senior 
class earlier this year, with all 72 graduates 
earning full college scholarships.
Consistently topping lists for her 
achievements, wealth and good deeds, 
winfrey is one of the most influential 
people of the past 40 years.

SErKALEM fASIL 
JoURNAlIST, US/EThIopIA

After criticising the Ethiopian government in 
print, Serkalem Fasil was arrested for “treason, 
outrages against the Constitution and  
incitement to armed conspiracy” in 2005,  
along with 12 other journalists, including her 
husband and fellow journalist Eskinder Nega.  
She gave birth to their son while in jail. Fasil 
was pardoned in 2007 and given a Courage  
In Journalism Award from the International 
Women’s Media Foundation. She donated the 
prize money to Amnesty International, who had 
campaigned for her release. In May she 
accepted a PEN press freedom award on 
behalf of her husband, who is still in detention.  

Dr ASHA-rOSE MIgIrO 
FoRMER UN DEpUTy 

SECRETARy-GENERAl
The first African woman to 
serve as United Nations 
Deputy Secretary-
General, Dr Migiro  
was formerly a 
Tanzanian politician 
and a lecturer in law. 
In July 2012, she was 
named UN Special 
Envoy for hIV/Aids 
in Africa.
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KErrYN grEENBErg 
CURAToR (INTERNATIoNAl ART), 

TATE MoDERN, SA/Uk 
Greenberg leads Tate Modern’s Africa 
Acquisitions Committee. “Artists working in 
Africa need to be encouraged and supported, 
collectors need to be stimulated and 
educated,“ says Greenberg, who spoke at 
Lagos’ Centre for Contemporary Art in 2011.

IDA ODINgA  
FoUNDER, IDA oDINGA TRUST,  

woMEN’S hEAlTh CAMpAIGNER, kENyA
Ida Odinga describes the empowerment of 
women as her main task. Married to Kenyan PM 
Raila Odinga, she is patron of Kenya Women’s 
Medical Association and Kenya Breast Health.

CHERIE BLAIR lAwyER, Uk
The Cherie Blair Foundation for Women 

supports aspiring entrepreneurs. “Many women 
across Africa have the ideas and ambition to 
become successful entrepreneurs but are  
held back by lack of access to business skills, 
technology, networks and finance,” says Blair.

THULI MADONSELA  
pUBlIC pRoTECToR, SA

The first woman to hold the office of Public 
Protector in SA, Madonsela is a human-rights 
lawyer and constitutional expert. She has been 
investigating public complaints about abuse 
of governmental power since 2009.

BArONESS vALErIE AMOS  
UN UNDER-SECRETARy-GENERAl 

FoR hUMANITARIAN AFFAIRS &  
EMERGENCy RElIEF CooRDINAToR
The first black woman in the UK Cabinet, Amos  
has changed the face of global development.

MELINDA gATES  
phIlANThRopIST, US

Co-founder of the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation, one of the biggest donors in 
global health and development, funding  
HIV research, contraception and more.

vIvIENNE 
wESTwOOD  

DESIGNER, Uk
Iconic designer 
Westwood has 
collaborated with  
the Ethical Fashion 
Programme to  

design a collection  
of recycled bags 

handmade in Nairobi, 
providing training and 

employment opportunities 
to marginalised women. 

more girls Are enrolled  
in primAry educAtion  
thAn boys in mAlAwi, 
mAuritAniA, rwAndA  

And the gAmbiA. 

2010-2020 hAs  
been declAred the 

‘women’s decAde’ by the 
AfricAn union.

                 gENEvIEvE SANgUDI 
                 MANAGING DIRECToR,  
CARlylE GRoUp AFRICA, TANZANIA
In 2011, US alternative asset management 
company Carlyle Group created a 
US$500million fund for Africa-focused 
investments, appointing Sangudi as 
managing director. The Columbia Business 
School graduate had previously been  
a founding member of the Nigerian arm  
of Emerging Capital partners, another 
Africa-focused investment firm with  
a fund pool of US$1.8billion. 

MArIA rAMOS  
CEo, ABSA GRoUp, poRTUGAl/SA

Portuguese-South African businesswoman 
Ramos was previously director-general of the 
National Treasury and CEO of Transnet before 
joining the Barclays Bank subsidiary. 

THANDIE NEwTON 
ACTRESS, Uk/ZIMBABwE

As comfortable in indie films as Hollywood, 
Newton won a BAFTA for her role in 2007 film 
Crash. Look out for her in the upcoming 
adaptation of Half Of A Yellow Sun.

SArAH BrOwN 
CAMpAIGNER, Uk 

Founding chair of the Global Business 
Coalition for Education, co-founder 

of the Maternal Mortality 
Campaign and global patron of 

the White Ribbon Alliance for 
Safe Motherhood, Brown 

uses her profile as wife of 
the former UK PM Gordon 
Brown (now UN Special 

Envoy for Global 
Education) to create 
links between big 
business and African 
governments. 

                   Dr NATASHA SAUvEN  
                   pAEDIATRICIAN, SIERRA lEoNE/Uk 
As a VSO, Dr Sauven set up paediatric ward 
rounds and trained paediatric nurses, doctors 
and community health staff at the Makeni 
Government Hospital in Sierra Leone.



wINNIE MADIKIZELA-MANDELA 
polITICIAN, SA

A pillar of the ANC and the anti-apartheid 
movement, Winnie Madikizela-Mandela’s 
political engagement is just as active today. 
Now aged 75, she is a vocal critic of South 
African president Jacob Zuma.
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AwA MArIE COLL-SECK  
MINISTER oF hEAlTh, SENEGAl

Recently reinstated as Senegal’s Minister of 
Health, Coll-Seck was previously an executive 
director of the Roll Back Malaria Partnership 
launched by the UN in 1998.

fOLAKE fOLArIN-COKEr 
FAShIoN DESIGNER, NIGERIA

The designer behind Tiffany Amber, the only 
African brand to have shown in back-to-back 
seasons in New York and one of 10 labels 
selected this year for the Made In Africa 
project created by Vogue Italia and Yoox.com. 

THYLA vAN DEr 
MErwE  

ASSoCIATIoN oF SoUTh 
AFRICAN woMEN IN SCIENCE 
AND ENGINEERING, SA 
Encourages women to study 
science and engineering.

MINOUSH ABDEL-MEgUID Co-
FoUNDER, UNIoN CApITAl, EGypT

With more than a decade of investment 
banking experience under her belt, Abdel-
Meguid is the co-founder and MD of Union 
Capital, Egypt’s first private equity fund for 
small and medium enterprises. 

ISIS NYONG’O, VICE pRESIDENT 
AND MANAGING DIRECToR FoR 

AFRICA, INMoBI, kENyA/US
“The global perception of Africa as a 
charity case is already weakening and  
will be relegated to history books sooner 
than most think,” says Nyong’o, Vp of the 
world’s largest independent global mobile 
advertising network. “Africa is at a very 
unique point where the winds of change  
are all pointing to a very bright future.”  
She’s motivated by “the opportunity to 
learn and build”, and of course “a passion 
for Africa.”

                 LIYA KEBEDE 
                  MoDEl, EThIopIA
The first black woman to represent  
Estée Lauder, Kebede is a three-time  
US Vogue covergirl, actress, designer,  
founder of the Liya Kebede Foundation  
and WHO Goodwill Ambassador.

 

JULIET EHIMUAN 
GooGlE NIGERIA CoUNTRy 

MANAGER, NIGERIA
A Nigerian-born technology expert, 
Ehimuan worked as a Microsoft 
programme manager, a member  
of the African Computer Network  
for Developing Countries  
and at Shell petroleum 
Development Company 
before joining 
Google Nigeria 
in 2011.

                 ALEK wEK 
                 MoDEl AND CAMpAIGNER,  
SoUTh SUDAN/Uk
Alek wek fled civil war in Sudan, 
emigrating to the Uk in 1991. Throughout 
her career she has raised awareness  
of the situation in Sudan. A campaigner 
for UNICEF and world Vision, wek 
returned to newly independent South 
Sudan in July 2012 with the UNhCR.  
“I never believed that independence 
would actually happen,” wek told Uk 
newspaper The Guardian, “so to go back 
and experience the sense of unity that 
had been lost in the civil war – it was  
just overwhelming.”

ISABEL DOS SANTOS INVESToR AND 
BUSINESSwoMAN, ANGolA

Daughter of Angolan president José Eduardo 
dos Santos, Isabel dos Santos’ wealth is 
estimated at US$170million, with investments 
in Portugal and Angola and in industries as 
diverse as oil,energy, banking and media.

SUSAN “SANTIE” BOTHA   
ChANCElloR oF  

ThE NElSoN MANDElA  
UNIVERSITy, SA
One of South Africa’s richest 
women, Botha is also an executive 
director at MTN Group.
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YvONNE CHAKA CHAKA  
SINGER, SA

Chaka Chaka was destined for stardom after 
being the first black child to perform on South 
African television screens in 1981. Since then 
she has become one of the country’s top stars 
and is known as the ‘Princess of Africa’.

BETHLEHEM TILAHUN ALEMU 
FoUNDER, SolEREBElS, EThIopIA

Alemu is part of a revolution in ethical fashion. 
Her company, soleRebels, was set up seven 
years ago and makes shoes from recycled 
rubber. “We saw that footwear was an excellent 
platform to begin to share many of the 
indigenous eco-sensible craft heritages and 
artisan talents that we have here in Ethiopia 
with the world,” says Alemu. The Fairtrade 
company now has sales across the globe, 
bringing employment and wealth to her local 
community. In 2011, Alemu was named 
Outstanding African Business Woman by 
African Business Awards, and a Young Global 
Leader by the World Economic Forum.

 A nAtionAl women’s  
police AssociAtion  
hAs been set up in  

KenyA to encourAge 
more women  

to join the country’s 
police force. 

LAUrENCE CHAUvIN BUTHAUD 
DESIGNER AND FoUNDER,  

lAURENCEAIRlINE, FRANCE/CÔTE D’IVoIRE
“Africa has an incredibly diverse tradition in 
craftsmanship,” says the Parisian designer. “We 
need a fashion industry that passes on values.”

LISA fOLAwIYO  
CREATIVE DIRECToR AND FoUNDER,  

JEwEl By lISA, NIGERIA
Folawiyo’s jewelled ankara wax-prints have 
become a favourite in the international fashion 
world. Her spring/summer 2012 collection was  
a hit at ARISE’s NYFW show last September.

SHArON wAUCHOB CREATIVE 
DIRECToR, EDUN, IRElAND

“Finding something fresh each season and 
making it happen,” is what inspires Wauchob. 
“Africa has so many different attitudes and 
personalities, the future there is so open. It’s 
one of the exhilarating things you feel there.” 

THELMA gOLDEN
DIRECToR AND ChIEF CURAToR,  

STUDIo MUSEUM IN hARlEM, US
Golden co-curated the 1993 Whitney Biennial 
and the acclaimed exhibition The Black Male at 
the Whitney Museum (1994). She is married to 
Nigerian designer Duro Oluwu. 

ZAINAB HAwA BANgUrA 
UN SpECIAl REpRESENTATIVE  

oN SEXUAl VIolENCE IN CoNFlICT,  
SIERRA lEoNE 
Former minister of health and sanitation, and 
of foreign affairs, Bangura is a co-founder of 
the Campaign for Good Governance. 

SOPHIE OKONEDO ACTRESS, Uk
Born to a Nigerian father and a Jewish 

mother, Okonedo received an Academy Award 
nomination for her role in the film Hotel 
Rwanda and a BAFTA nomination for her 
portrayal of Winnie Madikizela-Mandela in  
the BBC drama Mrs Mandela.

rUNgANO NYONI 
FIlMMAkER, ZAMBIA/Uk

Lusaka-born Nyoni portrays positive stories of 
Africa through her work. The filmmaker, who 
now lives in Wales, received a BAFTA Cymru 
Award for her first film, The List. Her 2010 film 
Mwansa The Great has also won several awards. 

MAggIE ADErIN-POCOCK  
SpACE SCIENTIST AND BBC  

pRESENTER, NIGERIA/Uk
Born to Nigerian parents, BBC regular Aderin-
Pocock founded Science Innovation Ltd to 
engage the public – girls in particular – about 
the wonders of space. 

KANYA KINg FoUNDER, MUSIC oF  
BlACk oRIGIN (MoBo) AwARDS, Uk

King re-mortgaged her house to set up the 
MOBO Awards in 1996. With ARISE favourites 
such as K’naan, WizKid and Nneka all winning 
awards, King has done her bit for bringing 
great African music to the fore.

JOY PHumAPHI VICE pRESIDENT, 
hUMAN DEVElopMENT NETwoRk, 

woRlD BANk, BoTSwANA  
Former health minister of Botswana and 
assistant director general of the World  
Health Organisation, Phumaphi is an active 
campaigner for improving maternal health. 

MONHLA HLAHLA  
ChAIR, IDC, SoUTh AFRICA

Hlahla spoke passionately at this year’s World 
Economic Forum in Addis Ababa about the 
need for Africa to own its economic destiny. 
She transformed the fortunes of the Airports 
Company SA as MD/CEP from 2001-2011.

ANgÉLIqUE KIDJO SINGER  
AND CAMpAIGNER, BENIN 

one of Africa’s bestselling musicians,  
kidjo inspires and entertains in equal 
measure. Unapologetically bold and  
known for speaking her mind, the  
Grammy Award-winning singer was 
dubbed “Africa’s premier diva” by Time 
Magazine. A champion for the rights of 
women and girls, through her foundation 
Batonga, kidjo has been a UNICEF  
Goodwill ambassador since 2002.  
“No one has followed in [Miriam] Makeba’s 
footsteps more convincingly,” said the 
Financial Times of her 2010 album oyo. 

wE’vE PICKED OUT JUST A fEw Of THE 
wOMEN CHANgINg AfrICA. wHO’S ON 
YOUr LIST? TwEET @ArISEMAgAZINE, 
fACEBOOK ArISEMAgAZINE Or EMAIL 
rEADErS.LETTErS@ArISELIvE.COM


